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Are You Personally Interested? 


Success of the Quality Canned Foods Campaign is now 
largely in the hands of the local committees. The posters and 
Cues have been distributed and the advertising financed by the 
National Committee is appearing in the newspapers of over 
eighty important markets. 

In hundreds of markets where the Committee was unable 
to place advertising, local committees are getting food dealers 
to tie-up their advertising with the “Q for Quality” featured 
in the posters furnished to retailers. 

During March and April food buyers the country over will 
hear more and see more about quality in canned foods than ever 
before in the industry's history. 


Every canner has an opportunity—and many have been 


quick to grasp it—in the way of assisting the local committees. 
In distribution of the posters and Cues, in checking up-to see 
that the posters are properly displayed, in trimming windows 
and arranging displays, in providing for canned foods demon- 
strations, in encouraging the cooperation of brokers and job- 
bers, every canner has a chance to do effective work. 


Some canners have gone even further by getting out circu- 
lar lettters to their mailing lists of food buyers, one firm hav- 
ing sent a very effective letter to over five thousand customers. 


The advertising and publicity of the campaign will yield 


their biggest results only when backed up by personal effort, ' 


not only of distributors but of canners as well. 
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Agricultural Appropriation Bill Reported by Committee 


In the Information Letter for December 31 there were listed 
certain increases in the appropriations for the Department of 
Agriculture for research projects relating to canning crops. The 
bill as reported to the House by the Sub-committee of the House 
Committee on Appropriations retains all of these increases ex- 
cept the provision of $7,500 for studies of seed-borne diseases 
of vegetables. The Committee added an item of $5,000 to en- 
able the Department of Agriculture to demonstrate to the blue- 
berry growers in Maine methods of controlling the blueberry 
maggott. 

Navy in Market for Canned Prunes 

The Navy Department is asking for bids to be opened May 
29 on canned prunes, 360,000 pounds for delivery at Mare Island, 
and 120,000 pounds at Bremerton. Copies of schedule 8604 on 
which to submit bids may be obtained from the Bureau of Sup- 
plies & Accounts, Navy Department, Washington, D. C. 


Salmon Pack in 1927 


Preliminary returns on the salmon pack in 1927 have been 
issued by the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries, showing the pack in 
Alaska, the Pacific Coast states, British Columbia and Siberia to 
have been as follows: 

Alaska Coast States British Columbia Siberia 


Cases Cases Cases ases 

King or Chinook ...... 70,306 406,271 58,956 ...... 
Red or Sockeye ...... 123/826 328,852 588,724 
Coho or Silver ....... 253,309 210,537 161,148 84,121 
Humpback or Pink .. 1,423,764 586,598 247,617 134,489 
509,118 145,356 562,109 10,501 
Total .......... 3,576,873 1,505,402  —«1,360,423 817,835 


New Varieties of Kidney Beans 


“Geneva” and “York” are the names given to two new 
varieties of red kidney beans recommended to bean growers of 
New York as worth a trial because of their resistance to disease, 
good quality, and high yield, according to a statement from the 
State Experiment Station at Geneva. 

Geneva and York are stated to be the product of ten years’ 
selection and testing of a cross made on the Station grounds be- 
tween the white kidney bean and the common Wells red kidney. 
Geneva, it is stated, will outyield Wells two and a half times 
under ordinary conditions, while York, though not as high a 
yielder as Geneva, will also outyield Wells. Both varieties are 
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said to be superior to Wells in resistance to disease and in free- 
dom from “hardshell” and have much better quality. 


Canned Food Exports in January 


Exports of canned foods in January, 1928, as compared with 
the corresponding month last year, have been announced by the 
U. 8. Department of Commerce as follows: 


January, 1927 January, 1928 

Pounds Value Pounds Value 

Canned meats, total .... 1,495,082 $500,280 1,032,766 $399,395 
258,222 79,113 161,583 62,266 
385,795 118,850 217,457 78,643 
Condensed milk ........ 2,788,544 402,089 8,818,892 607,068 
Evaporated milk ....... 5,553,603 571,206 7,359,909 815,046 
Canned vegetables, total 5,713,516 487,350 5,387,965 509,057 
Canned fruits, total .... 24,228,541 2,808,511 23,294,047 2,040,214 
2,284,169 238,337 2,102,951 196,870 
6,097,013 567,266 7,474,773 587,733 
7,759,792 739,445 5,753,429 582,983 
SS 8,497,602 $55,515 3,065,625 296,403 
8,701,488 1,316,262 2,401,114 464,263 
6,802,776 576,778 6,578,407 582,431 


French Import Duties to be Revised 


The French Parliament has under consideration a tariff bill 
which, if it becomes law, will provide for considerable increases 
in the import duties on certain canned foods, according to the 
American Commercial Attache at Paris. The proposed increases 
on canned fruits with a sugar content below 50 per cent are 
from 51 francs to 100 francs per 100 kilos (approximately from 
$0.91 to $1.82 per 100 pounds) on pineapples, and from 17 francs 
to 35 francs per 100 kilos (approximately from $0.30 to $0.60 per 
100 pounds) on other fruits. A material increase is also pro- 
posed on prunes. 

The depreciation of currency which has taken place since 
the pre-war gold rates were established is said to be the reason 
for the proposed increase in these duties. 


Rate Complaints Filed 
Complaints have been filed with the Interstate Commerce 
Commission asking the establishment of reasonable rates on 
canned foods from Albany, N. Y., to Welch, W. Va., and from 
Rochester, N. Y., to Williamson, W. Va. 


Wholesale Trade in January 


Sales of wholesale firms in the nine lines of trade included 
in the Federal Reserve Board's index increased in January and 
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were larger than in the corresponding month of last year. Whole- 
sale trade generally increases between December and January, 
but the growth this year was slightly more than is usual. Com- 
pared with January a year ago, sales of reporting firms were lar- 
ger in all lines except groceries, meats and women’s clothing, 
the largest increases being in sales of dry goods and men’s cloth- 
ing. 


Commerce Bureau to Have Additional Branch Offices 


Branch offices of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce are to be established in Indianapolis, Birmingham, Pitts- 
burgh, Milwaukee, and Charlotte, according to an announcement 
by that Bureau. New foreign offices will also be established in 
Budapest, Hungary; Oslo, Norway; Winnipeg, Canada; Guate- 
mala City, Guatemala; La Paz, Bolivia; Tientsin, China; Accra, 
West Africa, and Algiers, Algeria. 


Liability of Telegraph Company for Errors 

In a decision handed down February 20, the U. S. Supreme 
Court, reversing the Court of Appeals, held that the liability of a 
telegraph company for an error in sending an unrepeated mes- 
sage is limited to the amount received for sending the message, 
as provided under the tariff and classifications filed with the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission under the Act of June 18, 1910. 
The plaintiff in the case delivered to the telegraph company a 
message by which he offered to sell pecans at 50 cents per pound, 
and, in the message as transmitted, the word “fifteen’’ was sub- 
stituted for “fifty.” 


Flexible Tariff Act Case Argued 

The constitutionality of the flexible provision of the Tariff 
Act of 1922 was argued in the Supreme Court on March 1, The 
case involving the question arose over an importation by J. V. 
Hampton & Company of barium dioxide. Under the existing pro- 
visions of the tariff, the duty on this product was 4 cents a pound. 
Before the arrival of the merchandise the President issued a 
proclamation raising the rate from 4 cents to 6 cents. The im- 
porter filed a protest, and the case was carried through to the 
Supreme Court. 
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